
   

 

   

 

  
 
May 13, 2022 
 
The Honorable Xavier Becerra 
Secretary 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Hubert H. Humphrey Building 
200 Independence Avenue 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Subject:  Public Health Emergency Declaration  

 
Dear Secretary Becerra, 
 
On behalf of our member hospitals and health systems, the Minnesota Hospital Association 
(MHA) urges the Administration to maintain the public health emergency (PHE) declaration 
until the global COVID-19 pandemic has significantly abated, and the flexibilities authorized by 
the PHE are no longer necessary. The emergency declaration will help prevent any future surges 
from threatening the health and safety of patients and the ability of hospitals and health 
systems to provide essential care.   
 
Like other states, Minnesota is experiencing increased COVID-19 infection rates accompanied 
by more hospitalizations and the need for intensive care. Just this week, Minnesota had the 
highest single-day count of hospitalizations since March. While hospitals and health systems 
continue to care for the influx of COVID-19 patients, they need adaptable federal policies and 
procedures, especially as they continue to grapple with workforce shortages and supply chain 
issues. The current shortage of omnipaque, the intravenous contrast dye used for CT scans, is a 
stark example of the ongoing challenges of accessing critical medical supplies and the 
continued challenge hospitals and health systems face without global redundancies in supply 
chains to meet patient needs. The PHE flexibilities also allow the health care system to respond 
and adjust to any new variants and be more prepared as we approach this fall’s flu season. 
 
Hospitals and health systems continue to be stretched thin and join the public in wanting the 
pandemic to be over. However, the PHE flexibilities are still necessary to help combat the 
uncertainty of the virus so patients can access life-saving vaccines, tests, and treatments as they 
become available. Regulatory waivers have also increased access to care through telehealth 
and more affordable insurance coverage. Since the pandemic, Minnesota health care program 
enrollment has grown by nearly a quarter-million to 1.43 million, an increase of 22%. Both 
patients and health care providers need more stability before ending these emergency waivers.  
 



 

 

   

 

MHA appreciates your ongoing support and stresses the importance of providing hospitals and 
health systems with additional resources during these unprecedented times. Thank you for 
your leadership and your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rahul Koranne, M.D., MBA, FACP 
President & CEO 
 
CC: Senator Amy Klobuchar, Senator Tina Smith, Representative Angie Craig, Representative 
Tom Emmer, Representative Michelle Fischbach, Representative Betty McCollum, 
Representative Ilhan Omar, Representative Dean Phillips, Representative Pete Stauber 
 


